
COURSE CODE: 7th Grade Language Arts 

Instructor: Sheri Burke  2019-2020 
Email: sburke@msd134.org Monday-Friday 
Phone: (208) 585-3251  Credit hours: 1 Credit

 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 The instructional path of each StudySync thematic unit contains ten to twelve texts and text excerpts 
from a variety of genres and text types. Each unit contains at least one text drawn from the Common 
Core’s Appendix B list of exemplar texts. The class will learn and develop  instructional routines around 
these texts to support reading and aid students in developing effective expression, language 
development, writing, grammar, conventions,  and the acquisition of content knowledge and 
foundational skills.  
 
PREREQUISITES/COREQUISITES 
 Grade 6 ELA 
 
OBJECTIVES 
Unit 1: Students will be reading short stories, poetry, memoirs, and several nonfiction narratives to 
explore the missions some people or characters have pursued to achieve their goals. The first two 
excerpts in the unit, from Ernesto Galarza’s autobiography Barrio Boy and Farah Ahmedi’s memoir The 
Other Side of the Sky, draw students into this topic with their remarkable storylines of survival in a new 
environment. These two excerpts pay testament to the strength of the human spirit against great odds. 
Other selections in the unit include journeys into the Yukon, into nineteenth-century colonial India, and 
even into outer space during the perilous Apollo 13 mission. This unit also includes works from some of 
the world’s best-known modern authors: William Butler Yeats, John Steinbeck, and Maya Angelou--all 
with one purpose in mind: to discover what drives us to undertake a mission regardless of the risks or 
human cost. 
 
Unit 2:  Students will explore the principles of a fair, or just, society from a variety of literary 
perspectives-- through folktales, short stories, poetry, and excerpts from contemporary novels--as well 
as through timely nonfiction texts. The unit begins with an excerpt from the informational text 
Gladiator, which explains why the tradition of the gladiator in ancient Rome began to decline with the 
rise of Christianity and the spread of social change. This selection is followed by the chilling Shirley 
Jackson story, “The Lottery,” which contains the important theme of how blindly following tradition can 
be dangerous, especially when it leads to injustice. Other selections include a true story about the 
dictatorship in North Korea, an excerpt from a futuristic novel, and an analysis of the United States 
Constitution and the real meaning behind the three words: “We the People.” Throughout this unit, 
students will investigate the principles of a just society by exploring different cultures and eras and 
diverse points of view. 
 
Unit 3: Students will explore the importance of defending human rights through accounts of real people 
and characters in a variety of texts that include fiction, narrative nonfiction, informational texts, and 
speeches. The unit begins with an excerpt from Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter for Workers’ Rights, which 
highlights the demonstrations and crusades against unfair child labor practices of workers’ rights activist 
Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, whose “march of the mill children” made headlines at the turn of the 
twentieth century. Other selections share stories of great defenders of human rights, including a 
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biography of the young Harriet Tubman, a poem honoring labor leader and civil rights activist César 
Chávez, Nelson Mandela’s autobiography, and Nehru’s eulogy for Mahatma Gandhi. Throughout this 
unit, students will explore human struggle, determination, and the fight for human rights. 
 
 
Unit 4: A variety of texts will help students explore the outside forces that create challenges for human 
interaction. They will read about the steps people take to overcome these forces so that they can form 
meaningful relationships with other people. The unit begins with an excerpt from the novel The 
Outsiders, which focuses on class conflicts in the 1960s between two rival gangs from different 
economic groups. Other selections relate real-life stories--for example, the award-winning drama The 
Miracle Worker shows how Annie Sullivan broke down barriers in teaching Helen Keller to understand 
language and to learn to communicate. In another selection, journalist Nicolas Gage honors the woman 
who taught him the power of the written word and who led him to follow a successful career in 
journalism. Human interactions with nature also presents a challenge, as students will learn from the 
informational text “California Invasive Plant Inventory.” In addition, students will read celebrated works 
of fiction--Langston Hughes’s “Thank You, M’am” and Willa Cather’s My Ántonia--in which characters 
struggle to get along with one another amid a harsh environment. Throughout this unit, students will 
explore the many challenges human beings face in forming relationships with one another and with the 
world around them.  
 
 
 
OTHER TEXTS THAT MAY BE USED 
The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien 
Call of the Wild, Jack London 
The Jungle Book, Rudyard Kipling 
The Giver, Lois Lowry 
The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins 
The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton 
Long Walk to Freedom, Nelson Mandela 
 
INFORMATIONAL and COMMUNICATION RESOURCES  
 
The StudySync Dashboard  displays all current assignments needing completion. The StudySync Binder 
has all completed assignments.  
 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

Students who arrive at school after the first tardy bell should report to the main office to sign in.  

Students are allowed nine (6) absences per class period during the trimester.  

Students who receive ten (10) absences in any class will lose credit unless cleared by the attendance 
office as extraordinary within five (5) days of the absence. Verbal communication must come from a 
parent/guardian within 48 hours of the absence to prevent truancy 
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The following absences count against a student’s total of nine (9) absences: In-School Suspension (I), Out 
of School Suspension (O), Truancy (R), Unverified (A), Verified (E), Unexcused (U) 

 

MAKE-UP WORK 

After an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to check the StudySync Dashboard for assignments. 
Students will have an extra two days to complete assignments after an excused absence.  

TARDIES 

Students are considered tardy if not in their assigned classrooms when the tardy bell rings. Tardies 
accrue on a semester basis. The tardy policy incorporates the following: 

 First Tardy -- Teacher warns student 
Second Tardy -- Teacher warns student and will receive a warning slip from the office.  
Third Tardy -- Student assigned to designated detention 
Fourth Tardy -- Student assigned after school detention. 
Additional Tardies - Saturday School (9:00am-12:00pm) or other Administrative action. 
 
COMMUNICATION 

 If you have a question you can reach me by phone or email. I will answer emails within 24 hours if 
possible.  Email is preferred. 

Skyward is where you will find the grades for students. (*Note: you can set Skyward up to email you 
progress reports and missing assignments so you don’t have to go into Skyward to find out how you are 
doing) 

 I will try to have all grades updated and in the gradebook no later than midnight on Sundays.   I will also 
meet with students one-on-one, on a regular basis to discuss how he or she is doing in class.  

You can log into your child’s StudySync account with their student login. You can see what has been 
assigned and what has been finished. You can see each part of every lesson, including videos, student 
models, scaffolds, and peer and teacher feedback.  

 
CELL PHONES, COMPUTERS, AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 
 Cell phones are not to be used in the classroom. All devices must be powered off or put on Airplane 
mode at the start of class,  or kept in their lockers. If devices make any noise during, it is a class 
disruption and students are no longer engaged. Students owning the device that has gone off in class 
will be sent to the office where the phone will be taken by the Administration and the school / District 
policy will be followed. School provided 1:1 devices are to be used for educational purposes. If games or 
music are downloaded or used on school devices, students will be given an Office Disciplinary Referral 
(ODR), and will be disciplined as per Administration and the disciplinary procedures in the Student 
Handbook. 
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FOOD AND DRINK 
 Water bottles with a spill-proof lid, containing water are allowed in class.  Healthy snacks that are not 
messy and don’t leave a residue (red from Dorito chips) are allowed. If snacks are required for health / 
medical situations, please let me know. 
 
 
COURSE PACING GUIDE 
 
Unit 1: Students will be reading short stories, poetry, memoirs, and several nonfiction narratives to 
explore the missions some people or characters have pursued to achieve their goals. The first two 
excerpts in the unit, from Ernesto Galarza’s autobiography Barrio Boy and Farah Ahmedi’s memoir The 
Other Side of the Sky, draw students into this topic with their remarkable storylines of survival in a new 
environment. These two excerpts pay testament to the strength of the human spirit against great odds. 
Other selections in the unit include journeys into the Yukon, into nineteenth-century colonial India, and 
even into outer space during the perilous Apollo 13 mission. This unit also includes works from some of 
the world’s best-known modern authors: William Butler Yeats, John Steinbeck, and Maya Angelou--all 
with one purpose in mind: to discover what drives us to undertake a mission regardless of the risks or 
human cost. 
 
Unit 2:  Students will explore the principles of a fair, or just, society from a variety of literary 
perspectives-- through folktales, short stories, poetry, and excerpts from contemporary novels--as well 
as through timely nonfiction texts. The unit begins with an excerpt from the informational text 
Gladiator, which explains why the tradition of the gladiator in ancient Rome began to decline with the 
rise of Christianity and the spread of social change. This selection is followed by the chilling Shirley 
Jackson story, “The Lottery,” which contains the important theme of how blindly following tradition can 
be dangerous, especially when it leads to injustice. Other selections include a true story about the 
dictatorship in North Korea, an excerpt from a futuristic novel, and an analysis of the United States 
Constitution and the real meaning behind the three words: “We the People.” Throughout this unit, 
students will investigate the principles of a just society by exploring different cultures and eras and 
diverse points of view. 
 
Unit 3: Students will explore the importance of defending human rights through accounts of real people 
and characters in a variety of texts that include fiction, narrative nonfiction, informational texts, and 
speeches. The unit begins with an excerpt from Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter for Workers’ Rights, which 
highlights the demonstrations and crusades against unfair child labor practices of workers’ rights activist 
Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, whose “march of the mill children” made headlines at the turn of the 
twentieth century. Other selections share stories of great defenders of human rights, including a 
biography of the young Harriet Tubman, a poem honoring labor leader and civil rights activist César 
Chávez, Nelson Mandela’s autobiography, and Nehru’s eulogy for Mahatma Gandhi. Throughout this 
unit, students will explore human struggle, determination, and the fight for human rights. 
 
 
Unit 4: A variety of texts will help students explore the outside forces that create challenges for human 
interaction. They will read about the steps people take to overcome these forces so that they can form 
meaningful relationships with other people. The unit begins with an excerpt from the novel The 
Outsiders, which focuses on class conflicts in the 1960s between two rival gangs from different 
economic groups. Other selections relate real-life stories--for example, the award-winning drama The 
Miracle Worker shows how Annie Sullivan broke down barriers in teaching Helen Keller to understand 
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language and to learn to communicate. In another selection, journalist Nicolas Gage honors the woman 
who taught him the power of the written word and who led him to follow a successful career in 
journalism. Human interactions with nature also presents a challenge, as students will learn from the 
informational text “California Invasive Plant Inventory.” In addition, students will read celebrated works 
of fiction--Langston Hughes’s “Thank You, M’am” and Willa Cather’s My Ántonia--in which characters 
struggle to get along with one another amid a harsh environment. Throughout this unit, students will 
explore the many challenges human beings face in forming relationships with one another and with the 
world around them.  
 
 
GRADING 
 To determine your final grade in the course, I will calculate your percentage by dividing your total 
earned points by the total points possible. 90% of the grade is from unit tests and assignments during 
the semester.  

90-100% = A      80-89% = B     70 -79% = C      60-69% = D      < 59% = F 
 
 

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION 

 The majority of assignments will be submitted electronically via StudySync. Unfinished work will show 
up in the Dashboard. Completed work will be housed in the student Binder. This information will be kept 
indefinitely and students have access to this throughout their years in the Middleton School District.  

LATE WORK 

 Students are allowed to turn in late work 2 weeks after the due date or end of the unit, whichever 
comes first.  If the assignment is not turned in during that allowed time period, the student will receive a 
zero (0) on the assignment, or until student arranges to complete work for reduced points. 

RESUBMISSIONS  

Because the majority of assignments are open note and open book, resubmissions for a better grade are 
not allowed. Exceptions can be made on an individual basis. 

PLAGIARISM/ACADEMIC OFFENSES 

 If a student is caught plagiarizing or cheating they will be required to do the assignment again from the 
beginning and parents will be notified.  It will also be documented.  If it happens again, the parents will 
be notified and the matter will be turned over to administration. Cheating consists of: copying another 
student’s work, allowing others to copy their work,  and/or using another student’s computer.  

 

Other 

 I will not be using Google Classroom as often. All assignments are posted and housed in the StudySync 
portal. 
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